Pneumonia in the Irish




Purpose of the questionnaire
based survey

O There is a huge wealth of experience out there that we
need to tap into

O Many Wolfhounds owners recognise pneumonia as a




Survey Participants

O 53 completed surveys returned between March 2013 and
April 2014

O 72 to September 2017, 105 to October 2019




Other conditions documented in
wolfhounds with pneumonia in
the survey

1. Kennel cough (infectious tracheobronchitis)
2. Laryngeal paralysis

3. Ciliary dyskinesia

4. Megoesophagus




Kennel Cough

O Infectious tracheobronchitis




Laryngeal Paralysis
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Ciliary dyskinesia-what do cilia
do?

Mucociliary transport system
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Lateral chest film-
megoesophagus




Clinical signs

O Signs documented in the survey were many and of a
range of severity




Clinical signs 1

Nasal discharge

i.e. increased secretion from the airways-either the nose or
lower down the respiratory tract that then appeared at the
nose

NB previous reports of rhinitis in wolfhound

Reported in 24% of animals in the study

Serous, mucoid and mucopurulent discharge reported



Clinical signs 2

Inappetence
i.e. animals do not feel well enough the eat normally

Reported in 85% of animals in the study, to different
extents




Clinical signs 3

Recumbency




Clinical signs 4

High temperature




Clinical signs 5

Cough

Reported in 74 % of animals in the study




Clinical signs 6

Rapid breathing




Clinical signs 7

Extended neck

Reported in 81% of animals in the study




Pneumonia
stance

This is the typical stance of an
Irish Wolfhound with
pneumonia, with the head and
neck stretched forward. The
eyes are preoccupied and dull,
she is reluctant to lie down and
if she does is unable to lie on
her side.
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Total signs score

O Maximum possible 35




Time to treatment

O The time between occurrence of signs and onset of
treatment correlated with outcome




Range of treatments given

O Antibiotics -100% of animals in the study
O NSAIDs - 49% of animals




Antibiotic use

O Enrofloxacin (Baytril)

O Cefalexin (Ceporex)




Antibiotic use

O Metronidazole (Flagyl)




Antibiotic use




Antibiotic use




Antibiotic use and outcome

O 30% of animals received cetiofur

O 449 of these animals had recurrent pneumonia




Recurrence of pneumonia

O After pneumonia there is some residual lung damage

O This leaves open the possibility of recurrence




Summary

o

There are probably a genetic factors involved in
pneumonia in the Irish Wolfhound (more that just body
shape/size, though this plays a part)

Abnormal respiratory tract clearance mechanisms may
be involved

Other reasons for inflammation may play a part




Summary

O There is no evidence from this study that any particular
antibiotic gives better results - there is no evidence for




Possible Infectious Agents

O Streptococci

O Staphylococci
O E. coli




